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The Chicago Great Western Railway operated on the right-of-way we now use for the trails.
Built by imaginative and energetic Minnesotan, A.B. Stickney, the Chicago Great Western Railway began in 1885 as a 110-mile pike from St. Paul to the Iowa State Line named the Minnesota & Northwestern Railroad. Instead of selling the short line to another railroad, as Stickney had done with previous roads that he constructed, he retained ownership and quickly extended the tracks to Chicago and Kansas City. By connecting these important gateways the railroad became a respectable carrier. 


Get more info about the history of this railway at http://www.trainweb.org/cgw/history.html 
