April 21, 2008 

To the Village Board of the Village of Carol Stream, IL

The Friends of the Great Western Trails are very concerned about the lack of patrols by Carol Stream Police on the Great Western Trail - GWT. The damage to the trail and its natural buffer from the illegal party sites along the Great Western Trail along or in Carol Stream (especially east of Schmale and west of Bloomingdale Road) is as bad as ever this year. The DuPage County Sheriff's Police Deputies get an assist most everywhere else with the local municipalities’ police officers patrolling on the trails too. The Great Western Trail needs the help of the presence of the Carol Stream Police to stop further damage to the trail.

A recent front page news story in the Carol Stream Press (on the web at: http://www.mysuburbanlife.com/carolstream/news/x1620714371 ) tells about parties and permanent shelters being built along the GWT no more than 100’ from the homes in the Concord Pointe subdivision in Carol Stream. In addition along the north side of the GWT the ongoing damage to the trails natural buffer with illegal parties in between Schmale and President has gone on for too many years. In addition to the damage to the trees and bushes, hundreds of empty liquor and beer bottles are left behind at these many “party sites.”
In my 10+ years of volunteer work on the Great Western Trail and IL Prairie Path I have never seen as much abuse and neglect as I have seen along the Great Western Trail in and along Carol Stream, IL. We hope you will reconsider your current no patrol policy and begin to protect the trail and its users around Carol Stream.
 

There is plenty to cleanup this year so I look forward to seeing you on the GWT this Saturday 4/26 rain or shine for the annual Earth Day trails cleanup. There will be many groups participating in this years cleanup in Carol Stream including the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Elmhurst Bicycle Club and the Bloomingdale Township Democratic Organization but many more volunteers will be needed. See the attached one page flyer for more information.

Don Kirchenberg

Voluntary Chairman 

Friends of the Great Western Trails

Email address: frndsgrtwstntrl@aol.com
Mobile # 630-853-7650

CC: 
sheriff@dupageco.org
editor@mysuburbanlife.com  

news@dailyherald.com
fencepost@dailyherald.com.
news@examinerpublications.com
news@tribune.com
thesun@scn1.com
metro@suntimes.com
[image: image1.jpg]Chicago

GREAT
WESTERN

Railway




The Great Western Trails are built along the right-of-way of the former Chicago Great Western Railway.

The Friends of the Great Western Trails is an all volunteer group dedicated to promoting the trails, protecting the trails and its users. More information can be found at webpage: www.friendsofthegreatwesterntrails.com
Feel free to pass along this letter & webpage address to others.

