SPEAK OUT NOW and be very happy you                                          saved over 350 very old trees and a wildlife habitat!
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
As you may be aware, during the early part of 2008, the Glen Ellyn Park District plans to destroy more than 350 very old trees in Ackerman Park. 

Although the Park District lists the 2 acres of trees as a part of 20 wooded acres at Ackerman Park, the remaining acres actually consist of scattered trees, many of which are undesirable, invasive varieties, which are around the perimeters of the park. DON’T BE FOOLED by the Park District! There is not a contiguous 20-acre woodland. But there is a beautiful 2 acre woodland "Ackerman Woods" that they want to destroy.

Along with a few native burr oaks, the 2-acre woods includes many desirable native trees, such as walnut, black cherry, American elm, ash and cottonwood, all of which are varieties that do well in areas that are periodically wet.. The woods have been left alone for decades but they are surprisingly healthy. Only minimal work would be needed to restore these woods to their natural condition.

The Park District plans to use the detention area where these trees would be destroyed as a soccer field during times when it is not wet. This is to alleviate the loss of soccer fields due to the construction at Ackerman of a steel building for indoor basketball. These plans are in place yet there have not been any public hearings or a comprehensive study of needs of the various sports programs and the available facilities throughout the Village. 

The woodland, as it stands, can take up thousands of gallons of water. In light of recent studies that prove the value of trees in preventing flooding, it is quite likely that retaining the Ackerman woods may be a more efficient way of handling water than a grass-planted detention area.

SAVE THESE TREES by SPEAKING OUT NOW to the following Park Board, Village and County officials at their email addresses: CAtwell@gepark.org , vichase@sbcglobal.net, jsesto@gepark.org , andread@glenellyn.org , mforento@dupageforest.com , peter@ladesicandscott.com, rschillerstrom@dupageco.org, vichase@sbcglobal.net, forest@dupageforest.com and copy the local media too to help get coverage of this plan because no public hearings were held using the cloak of "The deal is coming from an intergovernmental agreement." The local media to copy on all your emails are as follows: editorial@mysuburbanlife.com, thesun@scn1.com, news@dailyherald.com, Lombardian@aol.com, news@tribune.com, JCZimmerman@aol.com, fencepost@dailyherald.com & saveackermanwoods@gmail.com                                                                                                                                            YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO PASS ALONG THIS INFORMATION                                                 For More Information: go to webpage saveackermanwoods.com for a complete collection of                                     Village and Park District documents, including the over-all site plan.  
Info about the Great Western Trails is available at: http://hometown.aol.com/frndsgrtwstntrl/myhomepage/business.html





HERE ARE THE FACTS:�A 2-acre wooded tract of over 350 old growth native trees in Glen Ellyn, IL at Ackerman Park will be cut down to create a water detention basin to allow for more stores to be built on the northwest corner at Glen Ellyn and Geneva Rds. This is part of an inter-governmental agreement between the Village of Glen Ellyn and the Park District. The current detention area adjoining Walgreen’s will be filled with soil and will be sold by the Village to a commercial developer to create more retail space at the intersection. But there are plenty of empty stores available in Glen Ellyn now.








