Trees on the trails are being TOPPED not trimmed

by Commonwealth Edison’s tree cutting contractor
This winter and early spring the tree cutting contractor (Asplundh) used by Commonwealth Edison has done considerable damage to the trees on the trails (IL Prairie Path & Great Western Trails). Many trail users and neighbors have complained about their practice to cut the tops off the trees instead of trimming the branches. “When you top off hardwood trees, you are killing them from the top. Many dozens of trees have just been topped off as far as 20 feet below their power lines along the IL Prairie Path and Great  Western Trails. This topping off leaves our paths lined with mangled, diseased trees and takes away from their beauty and the natural feel of our trails.”
Concerned citizens are encouraged to contact their state legislators to voice their opinions about the tree cutting directed by Commonwealth Edison. The state of Illinois has jurisdiction over the tree maintenance practices of all power companies. They can legislate better tree maintenance that will help protect the trees on the trails and anywhere near power lines. 
Local legislators that should be contacted are as follows: 
Senatorcronin@aol.com State Senator Dan Cronin 630-792-0040

carole@pankau.com State Senator Carole Pankau 630-582-0390

community@sandrapihos.org State Rep Sandra Pihos 630-858-8855

randy@rhultgren.com State Rep Randy Hultgren 630-682-8100

Other legislators in Kane and Cook Counties (State Representatives and State Senators) should be contacted and can be found by calling the IL Board of Elections at 312-814-6440 or by going to webpage: http://www.elections.state.il.us/DLS/Pages/DLSAddressCrit.asp
· You should also express your concerns about their tree cutting versus tree trimming to Commonwealth Edison’s Director of Community Affairs. He may be reached at their offices 440 S La Salle, 1 Financial Place, Ste 3300, Chicago, IL 60605  

Thank you for your continued support of the trails and help in protecting their natural beauty.
For more information about the Illinois Prairie Path please go to website www.ipp.org 
For an electronic copy of the trail map click here: http://www.vprd.org/parks/prpth2.htm
For information on the Great Western Trail go to the following webpage: www.friendsofthegreatwesterntrails.com






